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FLORIDA PTA ADVOCACY SPOTLIGHT

SAY NO TO AMENDMENT 8

One part would establish term limits for school board members in all 67 school
districts across the state. Florida has term limits on some offices, including the
governor, Cabinet officers, and state legislators, and some charter counties have
established term limits for county commissioners. However, Florida’s school board
members, numbering more than 300, currently can serve an unlimited amount of
time in office as long as they get re-elected. This part of the amendment calls for
limiting school board terms to no more than two consecutive four-year terms. (For
incumbent school board members, the eight-year term-limit clock would not start
ticking until the measure is passed on Nov. 6, provided it passes.) 

 

Mandates term limits of eight years for all Florida school boards; allows
the state to create public schools, something only local school boards
currently can do; and requires schools to teach “civic literacy.” 

Quick
Summary

Under the Florida Constitution, only local school boards can establish and oversee
public schools, notably charter schools. The second part of this amendment, though
consisting of just six new words in the Constitution, would open the door for the
Legislature to establish some type of state-level entity to create charter schools or
specialized schools that would not be answerable to local school authorities. The
Legislature attempted to do this in 2006, creating the “Florida Schools of Excellence
Commission,” but the law creating the commission was ruled unconstitutional by a
court. This proposal would alter the Constitution by adding the following words: “The
school board shall operate, control, and supervise all free public schools established
by the district school board within the school district…” So now, rather than
controlling “all free public schools” inside a district, school boards will control only
those it establishes, creating the opportunity for the state to open and operate
charter schools and potentially other unspecified public schools, in the district,
through some means established by the legislature. School Tax Decisions for
expenditure for your county could be make by non-local, non-elected boards.

 

The third part of this amendment directs the Legislature to mandate teaching “civic
literacy” in public schools. Florida already has a law requiring middle schools to
teach a semester-long civics class, covering such topics as the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution. This amendment would enshrine civics
education in the Florida Constitution.

 

Part 1:  
School Board
Term Limits

Part 2:  
State Charter

Authority

Part 3: Civics 

Full Summary This question has three parts:

The Florida PTA opposes Part Two: State Charter Authority

The Florida PTA
opposes "Part Two:

State Charter Authority"
of this amendment and
asks you to vote no on

Amendment 8.


